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The Parish of Dalwood: Community Voice in 2007

1. Introduction

1.1 Objectives

In mid 2006, a volunteer steering committee embarked upon a project to obtain a better 
understanding of the make-up of the Parish of Dalwood and the views that prevail among its 
residents relating to a series of issues, from the environment we are fortunate enough to live 
in, to issues of housing, transport and amenities. 

Supported by the Parish Council, the specific objectives of the project were as follows:

� To establish the priorities for action that would enhance the quality of life within the 
Parish.

� To make recommendations for an action plan that would achieve the stated goals and 
needs

� To support those within the boundary that make decisions on behalf of the Parish, in 
making known to them the views of the Parish.

� To set out ways in which the Appraisal can be used to influence decisions that impact on 
the Parish made by organisations and individuals beyond the boundary.

To achieve these objectives, the specific information needs from the project were as follows:

� To obtain the views of the population on life in the Parish, and how it might be improved. 
The survey covers issues such as housing, the environment, transport, roads, recreation 
and leisure, village facilities and infrastructure. 

� To consider what the population considers is fundamental to their enjoyment of life in the 
Parish – what it considers most critical to protect.

� To understand how the population believes the Parish should develop in the future.

The steering committee comprised a mixed group of villagers bringing a range of skills and 
interests to the project. Details of the team are provided in Appendix A.

The initiative is supported by Dalwood Parish Council, which has contributed to the costs of 
the project. Further funding was received from the Community Council of Devon and the 
Blackdown Hills Partnership.

This document presents the findings of the September 2006 parish survey (delayed due
to work commitments of the author). It is available to anyone who requests a copy. 
From this document, The Appraisal Committee and the Parish Council will work 
together to produce a set of recommendations, guidelines and plans for the parish. 
These will be incorporated into a separate document, to be published later in 2007. 
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1.2 Process

Some while ago an Open Day was held in the Village Hall to ascertain the enthusiasm in the 
Parish for an Appraisal, and the message from the 120+ visitors on the day was a strong 
endorsement of the process. A good deal of qualitative feedback was provided on that day, 
some of which is now incorporated into this document; it helped to shape the questionnaire.

In September 2006 a self completion questionnaire was distributed by hand to every dwelling 
in the Parish, and to some beyond the Parish as well. The rationale for this was that through 
geographic and social circumstance, some outlying areas in neighbouring parishes tend to 
gravitate towards Dalwood rather than their own villages – Ham and Heathstock are good 
examples of this, both of which are in Stockland Parish, but lie much closer to Dalwood than 
to Stockland.

We are therefore able to broadly divide the area covered into three regions:

� Dwellings that lie within the envelope of Dalwood village (24% of returns)
� Dwellings that lie within the Parish, but outside the village envelope (the largest number)

(62% of returns)
� Dwellings that lie beyond the borders of Dalwood Parish (15% of returns)

We asked that all residents of a dwelling aged 11 and over contribute to the survey. 

Respondent confidentiality was assured. All completed questionnaires were picked up by the 
collectors, but in a sealed envelope. These went, unopened, to an independent data 
processing house.  Data fed back to the Project Team did not identify individual responses.

We are pleased to say that more than 70% of all households, and 75% of all residents over 
the age of eleven that we targeted responded to the survey. 

52% of our respondents are female, 48% male. The spectrum of ages responding to the 
survey broadly reflects the age profile of the community, detailed in the report, of course 
without the contribution of youngest group. Overall the views of older people are slightly more
strongly represented than those of younger people, proportional to the age analysis of the 
community.

This is a picture of Dalwood at a specific time in its history. In the twenty-first century, 
populations of any community can change relatively quickly, and Dalwood is not alone in 
seeing periods when house sale activity has been high, the population changing accordingly, 
while at other times the population has been more stable.  This is Dalwood in 2006, not so 
very different from the population on publication of this report in 2007. 

The questionnaire sought to gain information on key issues that would affect the future of the 
parish. The findings are presented pictorially, as many people are more comfortable with this 
approach, but with textual comments to draw out significant points.
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2. ABOUT THE PARISH OF DALWOOD

The Parish of Dalwood lies approximately midway between the market towns of Axminster 
and Honiton in the council district of East Devon. It is very rural, the predominant activities 
being dairy and sheep farming. The Parish lies within the southern boundary of the Blackdown 
Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

The East Devon District Council East Devon Local Plan (2003) describes Dalwood thus:

Dalwood is located entirely within the Blackdown Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
approximately 12.8 km (8 miles) due east of Honiton. Its built form is a mixture of old and new 
characterised by a number of modern residences either side of the road that runs through the village 
and a historic core. This historic core is formed by the church, adjacent cottages and the public 
house on the opposite side of the road. To the east of these buildings runs Corry Brook which 
provides an attractive green corridor through the heart of the village greatly enhancing the 
settlement's rural character. It is for this reason that Corry Brook and surrounding land has been 
designated as Land of Local Amenity Importance.

Further expansion of Dalwood into the surrounding countryside, dependent on the scale of that 
expansion, could seriously affect the village’s rural character. It might result in an increase in traffic 
along approach roads that could then prove inadequate to the task. Moreover, the Environment 
Agency has stated that it will oppose any proposals for buildings or the raising of ground levels within 
the flood plain of the Corry Brook.

Ordnance Survey Map of Dalwood and Environs


















































